
Ostrander Elementary School

Kindergarten Orientation

August 31, 2023
10:00 a.m.



Welcome to Ostrander Elementary School



Welcome to Kindergarten

Today’s Agenda:

 Classroom Visit

 School Tour

 Transportation



Principal Harjes
• nharjes@wallkillcsd.k12.ny.us

• 845-895-7225 (work)

• 845-742-7731 (cell)

mailto:nharjes@wallkillcsd.k12.ny.us


Communication 

• Home/School Folder

• Thank you, Mrs. Padilla, for 
keeping us organized ☺



Student 
Handbook



District 
Website
• Updates from District Office 

& Mr. Castle

• Ostrander Website



Ostrander 
News



Attendance
Please call the Attendance Clerk Mrs. Allen:

• Out sick

• Attendance concerns

• 845-895-7232

• When your child returns to school send in the “Student Absentee 
Excuse” form



A Note from the Nurse

Please contact the school nurse:

• Any medical changes

• New contact information

• Questions before school starts:  

Nurse Ursula Petricek FNP-C

District-Wide Family Nurse Practitioner

District Medical Director

upetricek@wallkillcsd.k12.ny.us

845-895-7156 (please leave a message)

• Ostrander Nurse Wendi Bean 845-895-7231 wbean@wallkillcsd.k12.ny.us

mailto:upetricek@wallkillcsd.k12.ny.us
mailto:wbean@wallkillcsd.k12.ny.us


Student 
Support Team
at Ostrander

• Natalie Harjes (Principal)

• Donna Otto (School Psychologist)

• Kris Boyle (Intervention Specialist)

• Joy Heeney (Social Worker)

• Michelle Gambuti (“NEW” Social Worker)



We are a PBIS School
Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports



Transportation

How are you coming to school?  How are you going home?

This is very important information!

• Please call the main office with any transportation 
changes or questions

• An adult must be at the bus stop for all K and 1 students

• The buses run slow the first week – don’t panic ☺

• Drop off for car students is 8:30 a.m. at the main 
entrance.

• Pick up is at 3:00 p.m. from the Gym.



Join the PTO
• First Meeting

• September 19 2023, 7:00  p.m. in the 
Library



Have a Great 
School Year!
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